Minutes of Meeting – March 2026

1. Apologies for absence
No apologies provided.
1. Approval of the minutes from the previous meeting
Minutes approved by all Councillors.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk114605999]Declaration of Personal and Prejudicial Interests - Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal / prejudicial or disclosable pecuniary interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda. If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest or there is a disclosable pecuniary interest, then the individual member should not participate in a discussion or vote on the matter.
No declarations made.
1. CIL Request – St Mary’s
Representatives from St Mary’s School and Church attended the meeting to request CIL funding from the Parish Council for the resurfacing and possible extension of the car park.
They explained that they are experiencing issues with parking down Station Lane at school times. They have an agreement whereby the school can use the car park but it isn’t fit for purpose.
LCC are also putting double yellow lines there which will further reduce the amount of spaces available.
They have agreed to share the maintenance cost of the car park 50/50 but request funding for an estimated £20-24,000 update to the car park.
Planning permission will be required if the car park is to be extended and they will need support from the Diocese. 
Cllrs agreed they are in support of the changes if they have safety concerns but the school and church will need to obtain planning and an accurate quote before the Parish will accept the request for funding.
All agreed they would come back once the above is satisfied and re-request the funding.

1. Lengthsman – updates and requests
Lengthsman has requested for a stonemason to re-chip the wording on the milestones. Cllrs agreed this would be a better job to undertake next year and the milestones had just been repainted.
Request made for a 3-year contract and to be salaried. All Cllrs approved.
Request made for high vis jackets (branded with ‘Barton Parish Council’) to be provided for the Lengthsman as he has been approached on a number of occasions and questioned by residents. All Cllrs approved. 
1. Audit 25/26 
Clerk informed Cllrs that the audit request has been received for 25/26. Vice Chair agreed to provide yearly statement to assist with audit. 
1. Verge Maintenance and repairs – Cadent contacted 
Clerk informed Cllrs that Cadent have been contacted about the state they have left the verges in following the work conducted in January/February.
Clerk has forwarded an invoice to them with the estimated cost of repairing the damage and awaits to hear back with their response. 
1. Best Kept Village Competition – cancelled 
Clerk informed Cllrs that the BKV competition has been cancelled for this year due to lack of funding. 
1.  Boundary Reshuffle 
Clerk confirmed that she had spoken with Electoral Services at PCC to get more information about potentially changing the boundaries in the village.
ES said that there are 4 or 5 different ways it could be split – their preference would be to merge with Lancaster and Ribble Valley.
Government have to decide how the it will be split and PCC expect to hear the result in July/August this year.
The new areas will then have shadow elections next year (27) and when result is declared the new areas will then be officially recognised.
Boundary reshuffle will take place after this has been done but they expect it to be a 5 year process.
No action required by the PC right now but they will keep an eye on the results in summer.
1. Payments to approve/financial matters
Flowers – All cllrs approved the payment for flowers.
Speed sign – Clerk got quote for a speed sign but Broughton had confirmed there’s was provided by LCC. 
1. Public Participation

Cllr Stephen Thompson said he would assist with contacting Cllr Maria Jones at LCC to try and get a response regarding the footpaths on Woodlands Way and at the Boars Head.
Cllr Thompson also mention useful ‘Operation Ford’ for Cllrs to quote when calling 101 if they are accosted or assaulted by a member of the public.

Brief discussion about dogs being found on Forest Grove play area. Could the dog warden be contacted to monitor the area. 



